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RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 


WILLIAM PITT, 


Firſt Lord of his MAJEYST%. . 


Treaſury, &c. &c. &c. 


STR, 


| W HEN I was firſt perſuaded to adopt the 


Reſolution of committing the following Pages to 


the public View, [ reſolved to lay them at the 


F cet of public Views and when I reflected' on 
that happy Line of Conduct which you purſue 
with ſo much Honour to yourſelf, and Advantage 


to your Country ; and which caſts a Glory round 


| you that bids fair to rival that of Jos illuſtrious | 


F ather; I knew not 10 whom I coli with ſo 


much propriety Addreſs them. To you, the riſing | 
Genius of Ireland looks up for Protection ; 


Me — 


in the anxious Hope, that the generous 


[i 


Spirit of Patriotiſm which warms and inſpires 
your Breaſt, and ſo nobly fgnalized itſelf 
in - the Defence of the chartered Rights of 5 
Freedom, will extend its ſaving Influence 
to her alſo. 
br. I have the Honour to be, — P. 
with great Reſpect, 
| 818, 
| i pour moſt humble, | 1 


and moſt obedient Servant, Do 


Tan AUTHOR. 
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1 PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


| 


* HAT inherent Principle in the Mind of 
Man which prompts him to aſpire at Power and 
Dominion, has been always productive of the beſt 
or worſt Conſequences, according to the Com- 

lexion it takes from either Vice or Virtue : This 
5 which is nothing elſe than Self-love, 
that grand Spring of the Human Machine! in the 


former Caſe, is deſtitute of the laudable Deſire of 
Power which true Ambition only aims at for the 


Public Good, it's fole End being the Gratification 


of ſenſual Appetites and Pleaſures: In the latter 


Inſtance, it aſſumes Virtue's moſt amiable Form, 
and the Benevolence of it's Feelings joined to the 
heartfelt Conſciouſneſs of Rectitude affords the 
moſt rational and refined Delight the Soul is ca- 
pable of on this Side Heaven. an 
AmoNnGsrT Individuals, the Difficulty of attain- 
ing an elevated Station confines this Ambition 


within narrow Bounds; but it is no leſs uſeful, 


B : tho. 5 


[ 2 ] 
tho' not diffuſive; it humanizes the Mind, and 
gives to Society it's ſweeteſt Charm. In States, 
this Principle prefents to the View a far wider 
Field; and their Proſperity or Ruin are accele- 


rated in Proportion to it's Exaltation or Perver- | 


tion: When Men fo far forget what they owe to 
their Country and themſelves, tyat they ſeck 
Promotion for the unworthy Purpoſe of aggran- 
dizing their Fortunes, or gratifying their Vanity ; 


we may ſafely pronounce that Empire which gives 


Birth to ſuch Corruption to be on it's Decline : 


When the Helm of State is regarded but as the 
Paſſport to Riches, and Harbinger of depraved 
Ambition, it can never be guided either with ! 


Eaſe to the ſordid Rulers, or Advantage to the 


People: There will not be wanting Numbers who | 


from various Motives will attack their Crimes, 
elucidate their Miſtakes, and diſtract their Coun - 
cils; ſome with the View of elbowing them out 

of their Places, and ſharing the Loaves and Fiſhes, 
though veiled beneath the Maſk of proftituted 
Patriotiſm. Others, but alas how few! from the 
pure Impulſe of diſintereſted Probity: Small as 
the Numbers of thoſe who come under this latter 
Deſcription, they become ſmaller ſtill from a 
Motive which, while it does honour to their Na- 
tures, becomes a Misfortune to the Public: Mo- 


deſty, the graceful Companion of Merit, fre- \ 


quently prevents them from ſtanding forth in 
that conſpicuous Light they are ſo wel} qualified 
to ſhine in; indignant Virtue recoils with Con- 
tempt from the Competition of Vice and unprin 


cipled Ambition. Hence we ſo ſeldom ſee the | 


Affairs of Nations conducted by ſuperior Genius: 
A Cincinnatus and a Pitt are not the Produce of 
every Age: Happy the Monarch! endued with 


Penetration ſuFicient to enable him to diſtinguiſh *? 


true Merit, and draw her from the Shade; _ 
| | _ who 


Ty 
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nius, unſtained by inordinate Thirſt of Power, 


and unruffled by the Clamour of Party, is ſolely 


directed to the Advancement of the Public Weal, 


and every other Conſideration loſt in the ſuperior 


Influence of Patriotic Love. 
IT may not be unpleaſing to conſider how far 


b theſe Reflections are applicable to the Britiſn 


Empire; arrived at the higlieſt Pitch of Grandeur 


fit was perhaps poſhble for it to attain, under the 
F auſpicious Genius of the greateſt Stateſman it 
ever gave birth to; it acquired a Dominion more 
EF extenſive than even the Roman World could 
& boaſt; nor will this be deemed an extravagant 


Aſſertion, when we recollect the vaſt Extent of 


F thoſe Countries which grew beneath her foſtering - 
Hand, yielded to her Sway, or whoſe Commerce 
either Art or Force ſubjected to her Will; the 


latter may be ſaid to be in Effect conquered, for 
what richer or better Fruit can Victory beftow ? 
Ar the Period alluded to, the Britiſh Flag 


carried Aſtoniſhment and Terror through every 


Quarter of the Globe; her Enemies were ſubdued, 


her Friends confirmed, and her Trade unlimited; 
That haugbty Pride, which is the uſual Conco- 
mitant of Power, was indulged and gratified; 
and none dared to refuſe her that Mark of Ho- 
mage which ſhe extorted on the Seas, and which 
was paid with Regret: Trifling as it may ſeem, 
Fthis tacit Acknowledgment of Superiority, which 
I beſpoke her the abſolute Sovereign of the Ocean, 
contributed to diſguſt the Nations of Europe, 
vo conſidered it as incompatible with their In- 
dependence: That Power, which had baffled” 
and defeated almoſt the whole Naval World, and 
was, at the Time, certainly equal to the De- 


B 2 ſtruction 


who (like George the ſecond) permits the Good 
of his People to triumph over private Pique or 
Prejudice. And happy the People! wheſe Ge- 


* 
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ſtruction of the Entire, was regarded, even by 


T7" 


the moſt indifferent, with a Degree of Anxiety 
and diſmay; hence in the late W ar, the moſt } 
Sanguine ſaw with Surprize a Confederacy raiſed } 

againſt her ſufficient to appal the braveſt, and | 
ungratefully abetted by thoſe who were naturally : 
her Friends, and moſt intereſted in her Safety. 
The fatal Rupture with America afforded an Op- | 
portunity eagerly wiſhed for, and too tempting | 
to be rejected by the humbled Inſolence of Bour- ; 
bon Politics; and the unlucky Error committed 
in the Peace of 176 2, of acquiring the Ceſſion ot 
Canada inſtead of the moſt valuable Sugar Iſlands, 1 


| Es 1 aſcertaining the Safety of the Colonies, de- f 
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ed their Dependance on the Mother Coun- 
try: By one of thoſe unforeſeen Turns of Fate 
with which Providence at once humiliates and 
confounds the Wiſdom of Man, the Object of 
Triumph carried within it the Seeds of Deſtruc- 
tion, and France conceded to her Foe what proved 


the Inſtrument of her Vengeance. Thus were l 


thirteen valuable and extenſive Colonies loſt to 
Great Britain; her Dominion over them expired 
with Wolfe on the Plains of Quebec. 

PerHaes her Annals never afforded a ſtronger 


Inſtance of National Spirit ſtruggling with Ad- 


verſity than this War exhibited : Without, at- 


| tacked by the moſt ſormide ble Force that ever 


united for the Deſt ruction of any one Power: 
Within, torn to Pieces by the moſt deteſtable 


Spirit of Party Rage that ever inflamed the Poli- 


tical Rody : Even the Serpent of Treachery prey- 
ing on her very Vitals, and her Meaſures no 
ſooner formed than known to the Enemy ; yet 
the defended herſelf on every Side with aſtoniſh- 
ing Vigour under theſe complicated Diſadvan- 
tages: Even the Loſs of ſome of her Weſt India 


Iflands was rather owing to ſhameful W 
nar 


[5 a 
than to any Merit the enemy could arrogate to 
themſelves from the Capture: Furniſhed with a 
formidable Artillery, and every warlike Appara- 
tus, but deſtitute of Men to uſe them, it ſeemed 
as if theſe great Preparations were purpoſely of- 
fered to the Enemy in order to facil tate the Re- 
duction of the Remainder. = 
INDEED a diſpaſſionate Obſerver, from a View 
of the Britiſh Government, might be rather ſur- 
prized its Errors were ſo few; for how is it poſſi- 
ble for any Set of Men, however endued with 
Genius and Ability, who are continually harraſſed 
by the inceſſant Clamours of licentious Faction, 
to conduct the Reins,pf Government either with 
Skill or Succeſs. - It muſt be confeſſed that when 
Oppoſition is directed by Public Virtue, and 
founded on diſintereſted Principles, it becomes 
highly uſeful ; the ſalutary Ferment it raiſes ſerves 
to purge off Political Errors, and reſtore the 
Conſtitution to it's primitive > as a flight 
Fever ariſing from the Ebullition of a rich Blood, 
YZ when treated by the lenient Hand of an able 
3 Phyſician, adds freſh Treaſure to the Store-houſes 
of Health, and brightens the Springs of Life. 
But when Oppoſition 1s animated by a malevolent 
Spirit hen the Flood of Ambition overflows 
the Bounds of Temper and Reaſon; and the 
Public Welfare is regarded but as a ſecondary 
Object to Power—when an artful Demagopue, un- 
der the Sanction of unmerited Popularity, will in- 
volve his Country in Confuſion; and veiling his 
dark Deſigns beneath the inſidious Gloom of So- 
phiſtical Reaſonings, ſeek to deprive the Sovereign 
of his juſt Prerogative, and ſport with the Con- 
ſtitution, giving it ſuch an Explanation as is beſt 
calculated to further his own mercenary or mif- 
taken Views, ſuch a Man is dangerous to his 
Country in Proportion to the Extent of — 
| - it1Es; 
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lities; and we may ſafely ſay that the State, 
wherein ſuch a Conduct can be countenanced 
and encouraged, has paſled it's Prime, and is far 
advanced within the Precincts of old Age. 
Hencs it appears that the wiſeſt of human 
Inftitutions falls far ſhort of Perfection; and that 
Conſtitution which is ſo much the Pride of our's, 
and the Admiration of other Nations (though I 
queſtion whether there be any who, at this Mo- 
ment, envy our Happineſs) is ſtill defective: But 
while we enjoy the Bleſſings it imparts, we muſt 
be content with the Imperfections which cloud 


it's Beauty: The Application of a Remedy 


might aggravate the Evils it was intended to 
cure, and an Experience of their fatal Effects af- 
fords the beſt, though dearly bought. On ex- 
amining the Britiſh Story the Juſtice of this Re- 


flection appears evident; impelled to the moſt 


unjuſtifiable Extremes by an enthuſiaſtic Spirit 
of Liberty, excited and fomented by Men as art - 
ful as wicked, the Engliſh have frequently plung- 


ed into Crimes of the moſt enormous Nature, of 
this the reign of the unhappy Charles affords a 


melancholy Inſtance ; who can read of a Nation 


drenched in mutual Slaughter, and crimſoned 


with the Blood of their murdered King, without 


being deeply penetrated with Diſguit and Hor- 


ror? Will Ages waſh away the indelible Stain ? 
or can we ever behold the Turbulence of Faction 
without deteſting it's Authors, and recalling to 
our Memories thoſe dreadful Scenes ? | 
Trotcn there are no People ſo apt to fall into 
Error, or more violent during its Paroxyſm; yet 


when their Eyes are cleared from the pernicious 


Miſt of Faction; when that firſt of Leſſons! Ex- 


perience has taught them the deſtructive Nature 


of their obſtinate Contentions, it mult be allowed 
that none are more ready to acknowledge their 
| Error, 
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Error, and make amends for their Miſconduct: 
Had Charles the Second availed himſelf of this 
Temper, he mignt have been abſolute; that he 
did not accompliſh a Purpoſe fo flattering to the 
Ambition of Kings, was ſaid to be owing to the 
Virtue of an Individual who, by his wife Sug- 
ceſtions, preſerved to the People that Conſtitution 
of which they had rendered themſelves unworthy. 

Bur will a Dereliction of their Faults always 
inſure Safety to a People? will they be always 


| ö able to ſay? the evil Conſequences of our Crimes 


ſhall expire with the Errors that gave them Birth; 
and whoever attempts to break the Spring of our 
Conſtitution, however he may for a while relax 
its Force, yet it will ever reſume its native Vigour, 
and recoil with redoubled Vengeance againſt the 
Hand that bends it: To this unimpaſſioned Rea- 
ſon may anſwer, when a State is weakened by 


internal Commotion—when the harmony of its 


Parts, untuned by Corruption, is yet more dif- 
ordered by Faction its deteſtable Child, the elaſti- 

city of its Spring may become fo enfeebled, as to 
be unable to throw off the oppreſſive Load; be- 
neath ſuch, the Roman Empire crumbled in the 
Duſt: Repentance may come too late, for political 


Error it is always a lame Excuſe : It is much bet- 


ter to anticipate an Evil than regret its Conſe» 
3 quences : It is not with States as with Individuals, 


in the Caſe of the former, miſtakes are often irre- 


trievable: The eruptions of Faction, like thoſe 
of a Volcano, often leave behind a noxious and 
deadly Vapour which overcaſts the bright Morn- 
ing of Freedom, and poiſons her vital Stream. 

L Axp here the Queſtion naturally ariſes, how 
are thoſe Evils to be remedied ? what is the nature 
of that Plant which, tho blooming with the faireft 
Fruit, watered with the Blood of Heroes, and 
beneath whoſe genial Shade the heauteous F wn 
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ion, and is certainly one of its moſt valuable 


out reſerve on the moſt im portant Subjects, the 


incautious attack of prejudiced Ignorance, and 


Monument of infamy: a puniſhment of this na- 
ture would produce the happieſt effects: Shame 


8 
of Liberty flouriſhes with unrivalled Charms, yey | 
throws out ſo frequently ſuch odious Excre- 


ſcences? It may be derived from two Cauſes, the 


reſtleſs Temper of the People which is ftormy as | 
the Ocean that ſurrounds them; and the Nature 
of that Liberty which is the Gift of the Conſtitu- | 


== a 


Privileges: Accuſtomed to think and ſpeak with- 


Gloom of Diſcontent, the Avarice of Ambition, 
and the Fanaticiſm of Party are all indulged with | 
the moſt licentious Effrontery: The Dignity of 
the State is loſt and forgotten amidit the Violence | 
of Civil Diſcord, and is equally expoſed to the 


the more dangerous becauſe guarded Aſſault of 
deep veiled Treachery: In the heat occaſioned 
by ſuch malignant Principles, planted in a Soil 
ſo luxuriant as a Britiſh Senate, Men too fre- 
quently tranſgreſs thoſe delicate Boundaries which 
diſtinguiſh decent and manly Freedom of Debate 
from the immodeſt Diſorder of unqualified Op- 
poſition: But ſince the Conſtitution affords no 
ſafe and adequate Remedy for an Evil of ſuch 
Magnitude, let private Virtue ſupply the Defect ; 
let the Man, who ſhall be found to have violated 
the ſacred Name of Patriotiſm, be treated with 
that contempt and abhorrence which ſhould ever 
be the portion of the Wretch who would dare to 
diſturb the quiet of his Country, or ſeek to infringe 
its Rights; and let him be held up to the public 
View 2s an Object of deteſtation, and a living 
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and Honour, which conſtitute the moſt powerful It 
Motives that operate on the human Mind, would 
prove the ſtrongeſt tie on the diſſolute and licen- 
tions Stateſman, could they be once annexed 2 
OI 


: SPE On 
official Greatneſs. The Picture of private Life 
proves the force of theſe mighty. Stimulants: the 
abandoned Libertine who ſacrifices without Re- 
morſe, Conſcience, Honeſty, and every amiable 
Feeling on the impious Shrine of Debauchery, is 
yet tremblingly alive to what the Word dignifies 
with the name of Honour, and while the induſtri- 
ous and perhaps indigent Tradeſman wets his 
Threſhold with the tear of hopeleſs expectation, 
he flies to pour out his Treaſure in the lap of a 
ſucceſsful Gambler, and heſitates not to pay what 
is called the debt of Honour, even at the expence 
of certain ruin to himſelf, If then this Principle 
can in ſuch inſtances, tho' debaſed in the applica- 
tion, ſo effectually bind the Soul, why ſhould it 
prove more inefficacious when applied to the ge- 
neral Intereſt ? 5 | | 

In the virtuous Times of the Roman Repub- 
lick, a Soldier who ſhould loſe his Arms, or ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be taken by the Enemy, was held 
in ſuch deteſtation by his fellow Citizens, that he 


preferred a thouſand Deaths to the contemptuous 


Treatment he was ſure to ſuffer; *twas this nice 
Senſe of Honour that rendered them invincible in 
Arms, and planted their victorious Standards on 
the ſtubborn Necks of proſtrate Nations: And 
why ſhould it not act as forcibly on a Britiſh as a 
Roman Breaſt ? a contempt of Death in the Paths 
of Glory, is as familiar to the one, as it was to 
the other: let then this virtuous Principle be once 
excited; and like a Stream which encreaſes in its 
Courſe till it becomes a mighty River, it will at 
length triumph over vicious Habit, and ſweep 
away the filth of Corruption: but till this is done, 
it will only exiſt in the ſpeculative Syſtems of the. 
philoſophic Page; loſt in the venal Croud, the 
abandoned Profligate will ſtill hide his execrable 
Head, diſregard the Dy he owes his COD: 
| an 


and ſacrifice its Welfare to his ſordid Intereſt : But 


[ 10 ] 


never can its ſafety be enſured or laſting, till Na- 
tional Honour reſumes her auſpicious Empire, 
and by the ſevere luftre of her Countenance ba- 
niſhed Faction and Corruption to the Shades of 
Hell, from whence they ſprung: Yet till another 
Chatham ſhall ariſe, who by the irreſiſtable aſcend- 
ancy of his ſuperior Genius, like a rapid Torrent, 
will overpower and ſtifle the ill omened Voice of 
Diſſention, and uniting all Parties by the ſilken 

Bands of Patriotic Love, direct their joint Exer- 
tions to the advancement of the Publick Proſpe- 
rity, this will be rather an illuſive Object of our 
Wiſhes than the Bloſſom of our Hope; and ſhould 


this glorious Land of Freedom ever fall, but oh 
avert it Heaven! ſhe herſelf muſt inflict the 


Wound, for ſhe carries in her Boſom the Aſp that 
will ſting her to the Heart. OE 
LeT us now turn our Eyes from this melan- 
choly Scene, to one we are yet more immedi- 
ately intereſted in, and which affords a brighter 
Proſpect: Diveſted of every Prejudice, let us 


judge with Candour, and decide with Impar- 


tiality: The generous Warmth of Patriotiſm 
may precipitate us into Error; but however 
beautiful the Fault, its well-meaning ſhould ne- 
ver impreſs a laſting Value on an ill- directed 

Impulſe : With Minds thus prepared, we ſhall ! 
be better fitted to contemplate the riſing Genius 


of Ireland, and diſtinguiſh what may operate to 
her Advantage, from what may be hurtful to | 


her Welfare. | 

PeRHaPs there never was a more critical 
Period than the preſent Poſture of Affairs pre- 
ſents to our View : A whole People emerging 
from the inglorious Slumber of political Slavery, 
and unconſtitutional Controul; and warmly, yet 
temperately aſlerting the native Rights of = 

om 


en 

dora, preſents to the unprejudiced Eye a grand 
and intereſting Scene. The Attention of the 
admiring World is fixt with Wonder and Aſto- 
niſhment on our iſland ; and the Rank and Cha- 
racter we ſhall hold in its Opinion will be deter- 
mined by the Addreſs and Propriety wherewith 

we conduct our Operations for the Attainment 
of that honourable End which terminates the 
Wiſhes of every generous Lover of his Country. 
The Point in Queſtion reſolves itſelf into two 
principal Objects, an intimate and indiſſoluble 
Connexion with Great Britain, formed on the 
Baſis of equal Freedom and unſuſpecting Friend- 


ſhip; and. a perfect Reſtoration to thoſe Rights 


and Privileges which reſult from the Conſtitution 
common to both, and whoſe Advantages no 


one can pretend to deny our equal Right to 


ſhare 1n. | 
As to the firſt Object, from the Temper 
which pervades all Ranks of People in this King- 
dom, one would be led to imagine that the 
diſintereſted Obſerver would do us the Juſtice 
to acknowledge that Love of Great Britain as 
well as Love of Freedom (and ſurely he will not 
pay our Siſter Nation ſo ill a Compliment as to 
ſuppoſe them incompatible) are the ruling Prin- 


ciples in our Breaſts : Certain it 1s that the late 


Revolution in America induces her to behold 
with a jealous Eye every Movement that aſſumes 
Freedom for its Banner : Smarting from the re- 
cent Wound, ſhe may not, perhaps, be endued 


with Temper ſufficient to diſtinguiſh juſtly be- 


tween the wild Emotions of licentious Anarchy, 
and the warm but honeſt Effuſions of a loyal 
and patriotic Love of Freedom: Yet ſurely the 
favoured Sons of Liberty, who know and feel 
the Value of its ineſtimable Bleſſings, ſo far 
from envying a Participation of them with their 

1 „ deareſt 
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deareſt and moſt natural Friends and Fellow- 
ſubjects, ought to experience that refined Delight 


which ever attends the generous Diſtribution of 


unprejudiced Juſtice; and, in meeting the Wiſhes 
of a whole People who only required what was 
ſtrictly due to them, feel a Joy aslively as their's, and 
revere in them the Principle which enobles their 
on Boſoms. It is our Buſineſs to convince them 
we are actuated by that Principle alone: It is 
ours to draw the Line which diſcriminates cool 
and rational Expectation from the rude Sallies 


of ungoverned Ambition: It is ours to conduct 


our Proceedings and Reſolutions with that can- 
did unanimity which has been already the Cha- 
racteriſtick of our Conventions; and with that 
guarded Circumſpection which ſhould ever form 
their leading Feature: We ſhould maturely 
weigh every poſlible Obſtruction, and exclude 
from our Aſemblics whatever might interrupt 
that Harmony ſo eſſential to the Succeſs of our 
Wiſhes: Reformation when conducted by Heat, 
and enflamed by Paſſion is too apt to degenerate 
into Anarchy; and the Love of Freedom, though 
the moſt generous of all Feelings, in the Fervour 
of its Career frequently outſtrips Reaſon, and 
waits not to hear the Call of that gentle Monitor : 
It ſhould therefore be guided by the moſt ſcru- 
pulous Attention to the Forms of the Conftitu- 
tion, otherwiſe there will not be wanting Men 
who will ſeize every Opportunity of expoſing 
the ſmalleſt Innovation, and take Occaſion to 
fruſtrate our Wiſhes from the Errors committed 
in the Means of attaining them : Of this we may 
be convinced from the Aſperity with which the 
Grand National Convention was treated in Par- 
liament, though the heavy Charge of holding 


out Reformation on the Point of the Bayonet 


will appear a Paradox to thoſe who conſider that 
38 | NE = 
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the Body it repreſented received the Stamp of 
Legality from the Thanks of both Houſes, and 
even Arms from that Government to whom it 
now ſeems an Object of Jealouſy : Candour 
however will oblige us to acknowledges that the 
Mode now adopted, of Addreſſes from the Peo- 
ple at large, is certainly the moſt eligible. 

IE principal Points under Contemplation 
appear to be a more equal Repreſentation of the 
People; Protecting Duties; an Abſentee Tax; 


and an Abolition of the Stamp Act: That a 
Perſon unverſed in Topicks of this Nature, 


ſhould preſume to give his Thoughts, argues a 


certain Degree of 'Femerity; but this Imputa- 


tion will be much weakened, when it is conſi- 


dered that they are the Dictates of an honeſt and 


well-meaning Breaſt, and whoſe Love of Free- 
dom is as warm as that which animates thoſe 


much more enlightened; but neither Time or 


Ability permit me to enter into minute Diſqui- 
ſitions; ſequeſtered from thoſe buſy Scenes which 
car alone afford an Inlight to Particulars, it 1s 


ſufficient to my Purpoſe to ſketch the general 


Outlines. 

TE Plan of Reform held out by the Conven- 
tion, with all due Deference to that reſpectable 
Body be it ſpoken, however poſſeſſed of theoretic 
Beauty, appears too complicated for Practice : 


It is a Maxim verified by the Experience of 


Ages, that the more ſimple a Form of Govern- 
ment, the leſs ſuſceptible it is of Error or Con- 


_ fuſion, and the longer its Duration; as an Engine 


compoſed of a Variety of Wheels and Springs is 


| moſt liable to Injury; ſo the great Machine of 
Government becomes expoſed to the Shock of 


Diſorder, in Proportion to the Complication of 


its Movements; it therefore follows that where a 


imple Remedy anſwers the Purpoſe of Refor- 
. | mation, 
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mation, compound ones ſhould never be intro- 
duced; the propoſed Modification of Boroughs 
is defective on theſe Principles, and on the very 
Face of it: It is allowed on all Hands that their 
* operates moſt powerfully againit the 


Conſtitution, and that they are truly called its 


Totten Part; ſince then they conſtitute an Evil 
of ſuch Magnitude, why deſcend to ſo mean an 
Expedient as Compoſition? Why only lop the 
Branches of ſo deſtructive a Plant, which, like 
the Machineel, poiſons every, Thing that ap- 
proaches its noxious Shade, when the Axe ought 
to be laid to its Root? If that be ſuffered to re- 
main, it will inall probability ſprout up anew, and 
re-produce that hateful Fruit which, like that of 
Milton's infernal Tree, will again fill our Mouths 
with the bitter Aſhes of Corruption: Modify an 
Evil whatever Way you pleaſe, it will be an 
Evil ſtill; therefore true Reformation can only 


be accompliſhed by aboliſhing them totally : To 


this may be objected, that the Owners of Bo- 
roughs form ſo ſtrong a Party, that to make their 
Annihilation the Baſis of Reformation would 
perhaps occaſion the Miſcarriage of the general 
Object; and that it is conſequently neceſſary to 
make ſome Conceſſions for the Sake of rendering 
the Evil leſs Extenſive: But we may anſwer, if 
Men be ſo meanly wedded to this paltry Inſtru- 
ment of unpopular Ambition, they deſerve not 
to enjoy the Advantages of a free Conſtitution 5 
let them wallow, like the Toad, in their own 
Poiſons, provided the Venom infects not the 
_ Gommunity ; but ſince that muſt be the Conſe- 
quence, it is neither reaſonable nor fair that a 
few intereſted Individuals ſhould obſtruct the 
general Good; or that one Man ſhould preſerve a 
Privilege which cannot be exerted without in- 
juring ten Thouſand: A few, whoſe Names 
1 deſerve 
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deſerve to be tranſmitted with Honour to Poſte- 
rity, have already offered their Boroughs a vo- 
luntary Sacrifice on the Altar of Patriotiſm; ill 
fares the Land where ſo bright an Example can 
fail of producing the proper effect. 

Tux moſt eligible mode of Repreſentation is, 
that which is leaſt liable to undue Influence, and 
Counties certainly come beſt under this Deſcrip- 
tion; they are much more likely to return Inde- 
pendent Members, than the narrow and ſickly 
Dimenſions of a Borough, arrogated by a Man 
who conſiders it his perſonal Property, and, as is 
too often the Caſe, with a ſhameleſs Effrontery 
expoſes it to ſale at the Market of Venality : To 
lop the Heads of this Hydra is therefore indiſpen- 
ſably Neceſſary; the weight of Corruption is as 
its ſphere of Exertion; the more diffuſive the 
weaker; like a Stone thrown into Water, it eaſily 
forms a troubled Surface in a narrow Compals, 


but as its Circle widens it grows fainter, until 


at length it is wholly loſt in the Expanſe of the 
People. That a ſmall corporate Town, or un- 
peopled BoroughThould return as many Members 
as a County which contains twelve or fifteen hun- 
dred Electors, carries on the face of it ſomething 
abſurd, ſo unequal a diſtribution calls for a new 
arrangement, and if the dictates of true policy 
are followed that will conſiſt in a total abolition 
of the former, and an encreaſe of the Reprefenta- 
tives of the latter to a number adequate to the 


deficiency. But it will be ſaid, that this Method 
is alſo liable to inconveniencies; that to anſwer 


the purpoſes mentioned, they muſt be encreaſed 
to the number of ſix, at leaſt, for each County, 
and that a combination of Intereſts between the 
ſix moſt powerful Families in each, would neceſ- 
ſarily enſue, and totally abſorb and ſwallow up 
the reſt, and thus Counties, in ſome meaſure, de- 

generate 
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generate into Boroughs: to this we may alſo an- 
ſwer, that the Hiſtory of Nations ſhews that no 
human Inſtitution ras or ever will be free from 
error, and all that human Wiſdom can do, is to 
adopt that which is liable to as ſew as poſlible: 
Family Intereſts are in their Nature fluctuating; 
nor would it be always caſy to link ſuch a namber 
in the Bonds of amity, neither are Men fo wedded 
to ſlavery, as to behold with indifference an Uni- 
on ſo inconſiſtent with thoſe Principles of Free- 
dom of which they now ſeem to be ſtrongly ena- 
moured; beſides as the abolition of Boroughs 
ought to be followed by that of 40s, Freeholds, the 
remaining Electors would be moſtly independent, 
and amongſt ſuch a number of free Agents there 
would not be wanting Men both able and willing 


on any impropriety of Conduct in their Repreſen- | 


tatives, to oppoſe and ſupplant them: this would 
be farther af ertained, were the duration of Par- 
lament limited to three years, as propoſed by the 
Convention; it's Members would not then have 
time to earn the Wages of iniquity, for the dura- 
tion of their corrupt ſervices would bear no pro- 
portion to the magnitude of the rewards they 
might think themſclves entitled to an unequivalent 


for the loſs of popular favour, neither would they 


on the ſame aceount be worth purchaſing; beſides 
as they would be ſo ſoon obliged to render an ac- 
count of their conduct to their Conſtituents, the 
dread of future rejection, if not of ſhame, would 
keep them ſteady to their Duty. 

Ix we conſider this Syſtem more nearly we ſhall 
find that it would conduce to the mutual Advan- 
tage of all Parties; the Hook of Ambition being 


deprived of its Bait, would not then attract the 


Notice of unprincipled Adventurers; and Go- 
vernment would be relieved from the mal- volent 
attacks of groundleſs Oppoſition; An uniform 


Reſiſtance 
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Reſiſtance to its Meaſures is now looked on as the 
only Road to Preferment; and it is therefore re- 
duced to the humiliating Neceſſity of purchaſing 
that Tongue whoſe clamour it cannot otherwiſe 
fence; but which, lik: the Monſtzr Cerberus, 
only wants the honey'd Sop to ſooth it to reſt : 
Temptation being taken away, the views of all 
Parties would be directed ſolely to the publick 
good, for when men can gain nothing 'by being 
diſhoneſt, they will be neceſſarily virtuons: the 
People would be ſaved the mortification of fo of- 
ten finding their Confidence ill- placed, and their 
Hopes diſappointed by ungrateful tergiverſation: 


and the Monarch, no longer reduced to the ne- 


ceſſity of adopting that Machiavilian maxim Di- 
vide et Impera, would reign over the Hearts as 
well as Perſons of his Subjects; he would be no 
longer obliged to create or diſtribute uſ:leſs Places 
and Penſions in order to ſatisfy the avarice of 
thoſe craving Drones who live on the labours of 
the induſtrious Bee; and the willing Donatives of 
his happy People would be appropriated undimi- 
niſhed to the publick Service; Taxes might be 
conſcquently le:ned, and yet the income of the 
State augmented; and thus Government become 
doubly enriched by eaſing the Burthens of the 
People: Delightful thought! may that bleſt Era 
come! when the generous emotions of paternal 
Love on the one fide, and the warm overflowings 
of filial Gratitude on the other, will conſtitute the 
only emulation between King and People: When 
Monarchs will refle& that their own power and 


greatneſs depends on that of their Subjects, that 
it is thence the Throne, which is ever the faithful 


Mirror of the People's Majeſty, receives its bright- 
eft luſtre; and that Freedom alone is the Parent 
of Profperity, the ſpur to Induſtry, and the en- 


livening Genius which prompts Men to great ex- 


ertionsg : 
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ertions: they will then be as ſclicitous to confer 
that Bleſſing, as many of them are to withhold 
it; and will be at laſt convinced, that to rule over 
freemen, inſtead of ſlaves, would both augment 
the Glory of their Reign, and ſhed the balm of 
reſt over the royal Couch to which it is probably 


too often a Stranger. Sure I am our gracious So- 


vereign knows and feels the truth of theſe ſenti- 
ments; his Soul adopts them; may its genuine 
Purpoſe be no longer fruſtrated by the inſidious 
arts of deſigning, or the bellowings of factious 
Men; and may his Proſperity equal the Good- 
neſs of his Heart and the fervent Prayers of one 
of the humbleſt of his Subjects, and he will have 
nothing more to wiſh for. Th 

Bor to return; as to the Mode of extending 
the Right of Election, it ſcems liable to many 
Objections; the Queſtion is to whom ſhall it be 
extended ? if to the Baronies and Pariſhes adja- 
cent to decayed Towns and Boroughs, and to 
every Proteſtant in any City, Town, or Borough 
ſeized of a 40s. Freehold, according to the Plan 
ſuggeſted by the Convention; this it's to be feared, 
would prove a very partial Alleviation of the Evil 
complained of: Our ſmall Freeholders are already 
more numerous than is compatible with the Good 
of the Country: Can the generous Mind behold 
without Indignation a Parcel of 4os. Voters driven 
to an Election, like Cattle to a Market, in order 
to give their Voices at the arbitrary Will of the 
Perſon under whom they derive the Pittance ; 
or hear without Horror, the frequent Perjuries 
which the ſmallneſs of the Sum permits abandoned 
_ Wretches to obtrude with Facility on the Public: 
Neither the Dependance, Education, or Situation 
in Life of this Claſs of Men (I ſpeak in general) 
qualify them for Electors; and even exclude the 
former Conſideration, the latter do not W 55 
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them to be true Judges of Parliamentary Merit; 

and at beſt, they will be only the Echoes of the 
Ranks above them: Inftead therefore of encreaſ- 
ing their Numbers, I ſhould rather ſee them ex- 
cluded by a total abolition of Freeholds of that 
Nature; when they firft conſtituted a Right of 
Suffrage, they were widely different from their 
preſent acceptation: Thoſe hardy Northerns 
from whom we are, in part, deſcended; and from 
whom we derive our excellent Conſtitution, were 
from the Chief to the Private, literally free and 
independent: Their ſentiments were conſequent- 
ly more elevated and noble; and that keen fenſe 


of Liberty which burned in their boſoms with a 


clear and inextinguiſhable flame beheld with ſtern 

impatience every Idea which militated againit its 
Spirit, or hurt the jealous feelings of its ſenſitive 
purity: Of this the celebrated Story of the Vaſe 
of Soiſons affords a ſtrong though ferocious in- 
ſtance, In the diviſion of a Spoil acquired by 
the Franks, Clovis their renowned King took a 
fancy to this Vaſe which happened not to be in- 
cluded in his lot, and on his requiring it, a com- 
mon ſoldier preſent, enraged at what he deemed 
a preſumption though in his Chief, ſtriking at it 
with his Battle Axe, and breaking it with the force 


of the Blow, declared he ſhould have nothing but 
what ſtrictly fell to his ſhare. When that fierce 


Tribe which invaded Britain ſettled themſelves in 


the lands they acquired by their Arms, they were 


parcelled out in proportion to the Station and 
Merit of each; and though every man was origi- 
nally entitled to vote in their Wittena Gemote or 
general Aſſembly, yet when Individuals, from 


various cauſes, began to alienate the lands they 


held by military tenure, thoſe poſſeſſed of them 

acquired a decided ſuperiority, and the ſpecious 

and indeed reaſonable pretext that no man had a 
25 5 — 


20 
a to legiſlate ſor his Coontry who was not 
beund to it by the tie of property and the pro- 
tection he was to afford in conſequence, gave 
birth to the Law which confined the privilege of 
Voting to thoſe poſlefied of not leſs than a 40s. 


Freehold, but in thoſe early times that was ſupe- 


rior in value io the preſent fol. qualification; and 
if we reaſon frem what we ſce at preſent, we may 
naturally ſuppoſe that liberality of ſentiment held 


the ſame proportion; but as they ſunk in thoſe 


eſtimations they ſunk in Independence, and the 
deduction is obvious: How then can either Policy 
or Reaſon ſanctify the with that aims at enlarging 
the ſphere of Ignorance and Corruption? the an- 
cient Miſtreſs of the Univerſe often experienced 
the fatal effects of Plebeian influence, and bled at 
every vein b'neath the laſh of Folly and C aprice, 
InDztD, was this Right eee to ſuch as 
are poſſeſled of Lends for a long Term of Years, 
I fee no danger that could ariſe: They, who en- 
joy Tenures of that Nature, are generally Inde- 
pendent of their Landlords, and conſequently 
more likely to be gecd Elꝭciois: But Leſſees even 
for thi: ty one Yeers are ſeldem fo; the Lardlord 


hes them tco often in his pow:r to permit them to 


ſheke c bi is Ccntrev!, and until Ee is Tree from 


thence, Le will alwevs receive bis Bias Gem bim, 


cf w' etever Com lexicn it ay be; Men will 
fl 25 fer their private Intereſt, end wht arcs 


them neatly, to every mae remote Cen ſdera- 
tion; pt at geners] Me irn 0 being en- Out- 
ed with the preient God will de - found 1 to P=rvade 
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cor Bo en Catholic Bieihien be conſidered, 1 
. the minds of Men are not yet prepored | 


for ivch a Revoluticn in the old Syſtem of Poli- 
tics; tho' they may expect it, ind indeed with 
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Reaſon, yet perhaps it might not be prudent to 


puſh the Queſtion at preſent; when the human 


Breaſt acquires a ſtrong, Poſſeſſion of any prejudice, 
it is very difficult to eraſe it: Wedded to habitual 
Opinion, Men often ſhut their Eyes to conviction, 
and hug the Error that deceives them: This ob- 
ſtinate Malady of the Mind is therefore beſt re- 
medied by gradual Approaches; to attempt a 
ſudden Revolution would exaſperate, but never 
convince; and in theſe inſtances Aggregate Bo- 
dies, like Individuals, tho' they idohzs the Child 
of their own, yet adopt with Reluctance an ob- 
truded Opinion. The next Generation may 


bably grant our Friends of the Romiſh Perſuaſion 


that Privilege they are denied in this: And that 
propriety of Conduct, which has been already ſo 
properly rewarded by the preſent Conceſſions, will, 
one Day, entitle them to a final Participation of 
thoſe Rights which as Citizens and Fellow- ſubjects 
they ought to ſhare in. The Time will come 
when a Man will no longer think it of any Conſe- 
quence whether bis Neighbour wears a white Coat 


'or a black one; or what his religious Sentiments 


(for which he is accountable to God alone) are, 
provided his Actions be amenable to the Laws; 
and when to be a good Citizen will form the only 


DrsTINCT1ON neceſſary in a State. While the 
Friend to human Kind beholds, with exalted joy, 


the rapid decay of thoſe bigotted and inhuman 
Prejudices which ſo long obſcured the Religion of 


Chriſt, he will regret each Moment that retards 
its fins! Extinction, and look forward with bene 


velent Aaxiety to that happy Staſen, when the 
divine Influence of univerſal Charity ſhall pzreade 
the Nations, and ſh-d a double Pay over the 
Chriſtian World. May bounteons Heaven a- 
celerate the glorious P-riod! and ts it with 
that undiſtinguiſhing ſpirit of Benevo.oncs W 
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beholds Mankind 2s one Family, and regards in 
them the Image of its own Virtue. 
To conclude theſe Obſervations, I thus arrange 
my Ideas of Parliamentary Reform : 

1ſt A Disfranchiſement of Boroughs. 

2dly An encreaſe of the Number of County 
Repreſentatives. 

2dly An Abolition of 40s. Freeholds. 

Athly A Right of Suffrage to Leſſees for a long 
Her of Years. And, | 

5thly A Limitation of the Duration of Parlia- 
ment to three Years. 

I xow proceed to the ſecond Head, Protect- 
ing Duties; and, in examining this Subject, 
ſhall take Occaſian to Notice thoſe other Conſi- 
derations with which it is connected. We may 


lay it down as an Axiom whoſe Truth is ſelf- 


evident, that, without an internal, we can have 
no external Trade; to,encourage the Former, 
is to promote the Latter, and Protecting Duties 
are ſo undeniably eſſential to this ſalutary Pur- 
Poſe that we cannot ſuppoſe our Legiſlature will 
- heſitate to adopt them; nor does it even require 
the Aid of Argument to illuſtrate their Utility; 
whoever will take the Trouble of drawing a 
Compariſon between the Circumſtances of this 
Country and thoſe of England will find it obvi- 
ous to the meaneſt Capacity: Indeed it were 
much to be wiſhed that the Opulence and Skill 
of our Manufacturers precluded the Neceſſity of 
ſuch Remedies, thoſe Qualifications afford the 
beſt Protection that trade can experience; but 
ſince neither our Endeavours or our Capitals are 
yet ſufficiently advanced to enable us to cope 


with other Nations, they are at preſent abſo- 


lutely neceſſary: Without ſuch a Precaution, 
we ſhould be deluged with Goods from foreign 


Markets at a cheaper Rate than we can A 
"af. 
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afford them, and of Courſe our poor Tradeſmen 
remain unemployed: Emigration muſt be the 
Conſequence, and we need not to be told, that 
when it becomes general, Ruin treads faſt on its 
Heels. The extreme Poverty of the poor Ma- 
nufacturers and Peaſants of Ireland enables them 


to break with ſome Degree of Eaſe, that ſecret 


Tie that binds a Man to his native Land; and 
prompts them to ſeek in ſome more favourable 
Clime that Support which they are almoſt de- 
nied in their own; America allures the forlorn 
Wanderers, and the Rage of going there muſt 
encreaſe in Proportion to the Decay of Trade; 
one of the greateſt Advantages of the Latter is 
the Population it promotes, and in that conſiſts 
the true Riches and Strength of a Nation; of 
this the Republic of Holland affords a ſtriking 
Inſtance ; her barren Moraſſes have been changed 
by Commerce into a Land ſpangled with Cities, 
and ſwarming with People; take it away, and 
the variegated Scene would ſoon relapſe into its 
original and ſolitary Deformity. This ferves to 


_ convince us that Population will always encreaſe 


in the ſame Proportion with Trade; the Induſtry 
of the Huſbandman furniſhes Materials to the 


Artificer and Merchant; who, in return, give 


him thoſe Commodities neceſſary to his Buſineſs, 
or eſſential to his Wants; and thus reciprocal 
Exchanges contribute to their mutual Advan- 
tage; Cultivation enamels the ſmiling Country, 
and the Ports, thoſe buſy Hives of Commerce, 
pour out their active Multitudes at her enticing 
call. It follows from theſe Obſervations that the 
Strength of the one depends on the Extent of 


the other; therefore the Revival of Trade in- 


cludes the Advancement of Population ; but 
amongſt us, this has been declining faſt far ſome 
Years; and without it, what will avail the _ 

| tity 
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tility of our Plains, or the Conveniency of our 


Harbours > Without Population; our Tillage, 
which in many Parts of the Kingdom is ſcanty 
enough, would ceaſe to ſupply internal Coa- 
ſumption ; that already too frequently happens, 
Vitneſs thoſe alarming Scarcities ſo often pro- 
ductive of Embargoes on this indiſpenſable Ar- 
ticle. If we trace the Cauſe of this Evil we ſhall 
find it in the unbounded Preference given to 


Feeding; a Branch which requires few Hands and 


little Attention is embraced with avidity : Indeed 
the Brute Species ſeems in tco great a Degree to 
have ſupplanted the Human: We may beheld 


whole Pariſhes, nay Baronies, almoſt converted 
into ſpacious Paſtures; the Cottage is rarely 


ſeen which ſhelters the wretched Head of the in- 
digent Herdſman. Should other Nations contrive 
to do without our ſtaple Commodities, or ſupply 
themſelves elſewhere, and perhaps the Ara is not 


far diſtant, what would become of the Weſtern 


Provinces? what would then become of thoſe 


haughty Landlords who, reclinedat Eaſe in the Lap 


of Luxury, riot in the Capital on the Produce of 
toiling Induſtry? or what is far worſe, revel in fo- 
reign Climes on the Riches extracted from the Vi- 
tals of their forſa ken Country, but it is not thoſe we 
feel for, we ſhould then in vain lament the Loſs of 
that hardy Race whom Neglect and Oppreſſton 
baniſhed from the lonely Soil; and exclaim with the 
elegant Goldſmith, in the Bitterneſs of our Hearts, 
That a bold Peaſantry, their Country's Pride, 

When once deſtroy'd, can never be ſupplied. 
Tf North America, as it is ſaid, has found out 
the Art of effectually curing her Beef and Pork, 
and really I do not ſee why there ſhould be a Diffi- 
culty in the Matter, her innumerable Savannahs 
will ſupply the Weſt Indies, which is one of our 
chief Marts for theſe Articles: She will be able 
to 
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to afford them ſo cheap that, what with the 


Difference of Freight and Inſurance Competition 


will be vain. There is leſs Danger of her ſup- 


planting us in the Butter Trade, the heat of her 


Summers will render the Quality as inferior, as the 
Coldneſs of her Winters the Quantity inconſi- 
derable: Yet this Branch is fo intimately con- 
nected with the Former, that it muſt inevitably 
ſuffer in Proportion; it the Strippers, and Cows 
which we call Frenches, bring no Price, the Loſs 
will hang io heavy on the Manufacture of Butter, 


that the Trade will be ſcarce worth purſuing ; 


and would never enable the Tenantry to pay 


the heavy Rents at which Grounds are now rated; 


there muſt be conſequently a precipitate Fall in 
their Value, and of Courſe an equal Diminution 


of national Wealth. Alarmed at this Proſpect, 


we ſhould exert ourſelves with redoubled Vigour 
in extending every other Branch of Trade within 
our Power, in order to guard againſt, and ſup- 
ply the Lapſe of this: Commerce in 1ts Infancy, 
like the human Frame, requires the utmoſt At- 
tention to bring it to Maturity; free in its Na- 
ture as the Air we breathe, it flies the conta- 
gious Damp of Oppreſſion, and only thrives 
when nurſed in the genial Boſom of Liberty: It 
bears with Impatience even ſalutary Reſtraint; 
and this univerſal and ſenſitive Exotic while it 
diffuſes over the World its wide extended Shade, 
yet withers and ſhrinks at the unhallowed Touch 
of rapacious Finance. We have acquired a 
Freedom of Trade it's true, but is it real or 
only nominal? or what Advantages do we derive 


from the important Conceſſion ? I fear we are 


like froward Children, who, not to be ſoothed to 
Reſt without a Rattle, are preſented with one of 
baſe Metal inſtead of Silver. Though we have 
gained the Privilege of importing directly the 
1 pro- 
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produce of foreign Markets, yet it is clogged at 


home with ſuch heavy Duties as nearly amount 
to a prohibition; and the Benefits we ought to 


expect from this high ſounding Title are in dan- 


ger of being Equalized into nothing: Of what 


conſequence is it to us whether the Duties be le- 


vied here or in England, if their Weight be 
equally intolerable, if we are obliged to pay ex- 
travagantly for every thing we import, while 
our Exports are at the moſt reduced Prices, as 
was the Caſe this Seaſon, the Article of Butter 
excepted, we muſt be Beggars in the end; and 
we may as well ſurrender our Purſes to the Diſ- 
poſal of an Engliſh Miniſtry, as to our own cor- 

rupt and heedleſs Repreſentatives: All we have 

left is the barren comfort of being ruined by our- 
ſelves, would our Parliament but reflect that Eng- 


land, from its Capital, its Skill, and long Poſ- 


ſeſſion of Manufacture, is able, in ſpite of our 
utmoſt Endeavours, to underſell us in every Part 


of the World, and conſequently Monopolize 


from us its Commerce; they would not ſurel 
have cramped our Infant Trade with Burthens, 
they will find'tt much eaſter to Impoſe than take 
off: But 'tis our fate, like that of every other 
Nation, immerſed in luxury, to ſet the Seal to 
our ruin, and much I fear our political Death 
will be that of Suicide. 


FAR be it from me to aim at ſowing the ſeeds of 


Diſcontent in the Boſom of my Country; but that 
Impartiality which IT have laid down as my rule 
of Conduct in this little Eflay, obliges me to ad- 
here with an honeſt Freedom to thoſe dictates of 
Truth, however unpalatable, which can alone 
add Dignity to Sentiment, and Energy to philo- 
ſophical Diquiſition: Neither have I any Idea of 
derogating from the importance of the Obliga- 
tion we owe to England, whether it reſulted _ 
| tne 
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the voluntary impulſe of Generoſity, or the un- 
willing conceſſion of reluctant Bounty, is a queſ- 
tion no way material now: That the former was 


the preſiding Sentiment of the beſt and moſt en- 
lightened of the People, I have not the leaſt 


Doubt; that the latter was the operating Princi- 
ple with the commercial Part, admits "of ſome 
degree of Probability; to all we muſt allow the 


Merit of foregoing that oppreſſive authority, which 


they certainly had the Power to ſupport, though 


it would have been too dearly purchaſed by the 


Conſequences of enforcing it. But Covetouſneſs, 
the Attendant and evil Genius of Commerce, 
like the Serpent at the Ear of Eve, is ever 


ready to inſtil its Poiſons; its malignant Suggeſ- 


tions may croſs the W ater, and warp the Inte- 
grity of our Senate; the pernicous ſubtlety of 


Art may Effect what the ſtern reſolve of Force 


might fear to execute, this 1s the Danger we 
ſhould guard againſt; let us bs Generous, but let 
that Generoſity be directed by Prudence and pro 
portioned to our Ability; and let us not like the 


ſpendtiniſt Minor, waſte our Eſtate before we 


come to it: So ſhall we, when the Hour of Ne- 
ceſſity arrives, be able to repay in a tenfold Pro- 
portion, that provident Lenity which in the 


Wealth of the People, beholds that of the State, 


a much ſurer and more folvent Bank than the 


fluftucting Supplies of a rapacious Treaſury, fed 
by Oppreſſion, and extorted from Diſtreſs. Like 


the precious Balm which diſtils from the Tree of 
Mecca, Trade will voluntarily afford her inex- 


hauftible Riches; but wound its Subſtance, and 


though, like that, it will yield for a while a more 
plentiful Encreaſe, yet it will expire under the 

Operation. 
3d Head, an Abſentee Tax. It ſeems to > be a 
Maxim cœval with Society, that in return for the 
3 Pro- 


Protection it affords Individuals, they ſhould 
exert their particular Abilities in its Service: It 
is this reciprocal Interchange of good Offices that 
gives Vigour to a State: If my Perſon and Pro- 
perty are protected by its Laws from Injury and 
Oppreſſion, it follows that I have a Right, as 
Circumſtances permit, to contribute by either 
to the genera] Welfare; and Self, intereſt 
obliges me to guard with attentive Care this im- 
portant Source of my political Happineſs; If 
my Situation diſables me from ſerving the Com- 
munity with my Perſon, I have conſequently a 
Right to be more liberal of my Purſe, for the 
former exceeds the latter in Value by as much 
as the Conſideration of Life tranſcends that of 
Property. The Concluſion to be inferred, is this, 
thatifI withdraw my Perſon from my Country, I 
have undoubtedly a Right to contribute a larger 
Share of my Property to its Uſe, than he who 
dedicates both to its Service; therefore an Ab- 
ſentee Tax is both agreeable to the Principles of 
Society, and the ſtric Rules of Juſtice, To 
purſue the Argument farther, the Reſident, what- 
ever his Station in Life, is nevertheleſs uſeful to 
his Country, he contributes to its Population, 
both in his Perſon, and by that Portion of its 
Man ufactures which he conſumes, and which, 
however trifling, becomes material when taken 
into the general Account; and this 1s no con- 
temptible Advantage: But the Abſentee who 
ſpends in a foreign Land the Income he derives 
from his cwn, beccmes not cnly a dead and uſe- 
leſs Weight, but injuricus in Proportion to the 
Wealth he deprives it of: The Money of the 
Reſident, howeyer injudiciouſly diſpoſed, circu- 
lates in its Poſcm, end falls at length into Hands 
that apply it to uſeful Purpoſes : But Abſentees 
(who, to make the Matter worſe, are * 
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Perſons of the ampleſt Fortunes,) nouriſh other 


Countries at the Expence of their own, and the 
Stream they divert from it never waters the Soil 
it ſprings from. Perhaps from the intimate Con- 
nexion between this Nation and the -Britiſh, the 
Idea of taxing the Owners of Inſh Eſtates reſi- 
dent there, may appear ungenerous in her Eyes; 
but this injurious thought will fall to the Ground 
when it is conſidered that, from the infant State 
of our Circumſtances, we are obliged in Prudence 
to adopt every conſtitutional Mode of advancing 
our Proſperity, an Event in reality far more ma- 
terial to her than any Advantage ſhe can derive 
from the Reſidence of our Prodigal Sons; and 
which, when Occaſion requires, will enable us 
to afford her an Aſſiſtance that would make am- 
ple Amends for any Conceſſion ſhe can poſſibly 
make in our Fayour; and indeed I do not ſee 
where elſe ſhe can now look for the ſympathetic 


Feelings of cordial Friendſhip. 


Bur, ſay the Oppoſers of this Bill, you know 


not what you aſk; you know not that a Waſp 
lies concealed in the Boſom of this Flower you 


are ſo eager io pluck; and that a general Land 


Tax will be the undoubted Conſequence: But is 


an Evil to paſs unremedied, becauſe a greater 
one may poſſibly be grafted on Redreſs? If this 
Principle be authenticated, there 1s an end to 
Reformation ; nor is there in the wide Range of 
Finance a fingle Tax that may not be followed 
up by a greater; but is that an Argument either 
of the Expediency or Neceſſity of ſuch a Climax? 
or a Cauſe for inducing the Aſſent of the People? 
Who impoſe Taxes but ourſelves, through our 
Repreſentatives? and if in the Delirium of Cor- 
ruption they conſent to the moſt abſurd ky 7 nn 
ſions, who are we to blame ? or how can we hinder 


them from any other Ad of Madneſs no more 


than 
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than this? Are we under that Idea to decline a 
 falatary Meaſure, and refine away the Good of 
the State? Is the Dread of future Evil to abſorb 
every Conſideration of preſent Utility? if fo, we 
reduce ourſelves without Reaſon, to the Situation 
of the Philoſopher Damocles, trembling beneath 
the impending terrorsof the Hair-ſuſ pended Sword: 
Imagination may caufe the State Budget to teem 
with the moſt deſtructive Weapons, but can they 
pierce the Boſom of our Country, if Parricide like, 
we do not lend our unhallowed Hands to urge the 
Blow? Lock round the moral World, and ſee whe- 
10 _—_ be any Good which is not ſhadowed by 
poſits Evil; but is that to ſet the Seal of 
Neooltty to the Neglect of Virtue? Or are we 
obliged, like the unwary Birds allured by the 
faſcinating Charms of the fabled Baſiliſſc, to ſhun 
a Danger by runmng into its Mouth ? Or conſent 
to a Land Tax becauſe we fear it?; 
Tazse Obſervations, it's to be hoped, are ſuf- 
ficient to evince the Propriety of this Tax: Let 
us now examine the laſt Object of Inveſtigation, 
the Stamp Act; the Abſurdity of this Tax is ſo 
evident from Experience, that little Argument! is 
neceſſary to aſcertain its Impropriety: If it be 
allowed to be unproductive, why, in the Name 
of common Senſe, perſevere in a Meaſure which 
burthens the People without enriching the Trea- 
fury? Is it becauſe Government is apprehenſive 
of the Precedent, ſhould it relinquiſh a Duty it 
has once got Poſfeſion of? Or that it is conve- 
nient for gratifying a Set of Miniſterial Tools 
with the Wages of Corruption at the Expence of 
bleeding Honeſty? For the latter in reality pays 
a great Proportion of this execrable Tax: Was 
it confined to Places of Honour and Profit, it 
would have been both a proper and a juſt one; 
but farely. the Lew wes already ſufficiently ex- 
401 penſive 
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penſive without laying this additional Prohibition 
on Juſtice. But perhaps our Sight is unequal to 
the Majeſty of her Countenance, it muſt be 
therefore clouded by a Veil of Parchment; and, 
like Eaſtern Monarchs, ſhe will be ſhortly only 
viſible to the Ariſtocratic Eye. Perhaps our wiſe 
Legiſlators, who are poſſeſſed of the largeſt Pro- 
perties, ſaw that it would be advantageous to the 
State to diſable little People from contending 
with their Superiors, and therefore framed this 
Law that Juſtice might be ſought for by none 
but thoſe who are rich enough to—deſerve it. 
Bur to be ſerious, the Diſtribution of Juſtice 
is attended with a weight of Expence that 1s at 
once aſtoniſhing and alarming ; and when we 
reflect on the freedom and excellence of our Con- 
ſtitution, we cannot avoid being ſurprized that 
an Evil of ſuch Magnitude could grow in its Bo- 
ſom : We are all alive to the delicate Feelings of 
Liberty, and our Minds revolt at the Idea of hav- 
ing its Rights infringed by others; yet (ſuch is 
the unaccountable Nature of Man) are at the 
ſame Time, in Love with Chains of our own for- 
ing; and this intollerable Grievance which expoſes 
both the Perſon and Subſtance of honeſt Medio- 
crity to the rapacious Encroachmſents of unprin- 
cipled Wealth, is beheld with the moſt ſtoical 
Apathy and Indifference. Thrice hail judicious 
Frederick! *twas thine to curtail this many head- 
ed Monfter which fed its voracious Mouths on the 
Vitals of thy People: twas thine, amidſt the nu- 
merous Glories of thy Reign, to add this additi- 
onal Branch to thy laurelled Crown: May ſome 
able Legiſlator ariſe to copy, in our Iſland, the 
bright Example, who, unmoved by Prejudice, 
and inflexible to the intereſted ſuggeſtions of ſel- 
- fiſh Men, will no longer ſuffer a Revenue to be 
levied on the Tears of Diſtreſs; or the __ 
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Name of Juſtice to be rendered ſubſervient to the 
Tyranny of Individuals over the ſuffering Com- 
munity ; and who ſhall once more make her ac- 
ceſſible to the timid Approach of oppreſſed Po- 

verty, Or if Heaven vouchſafes us not the Bleſ- 
ſing in this way; may ſome greedy Miniſterof Fi- 
nance ariſe; who, by multiplying Stamp Acts 
and Law Fees, ſhall ſo load its Edifice, that 
unable to bear the accumulated Weight, it ſhall 
at length tumble to the Earth, and bury beneath 
its Ruins the odious Oppreſſion: So ſhall a new 
and correct Copy ariſe, like a Phœnix from its 
Aſhes, diveſted of Superfluity, purged from Ex- 
tortion, and beaming with that unſpotted Splen- 
dor with which Heaven deſigned it to illumine 
Mankind, | 

HavinG concluded my Remarks on theſe dif- 
ferent Subjects, I ſhall ſum up all by obſerving, that 
when a multiplication of Taxes oppreſs a State, 
its Proſperity decreaſes like the Health of a con- 
ſumptive Body, they retard the progreſs of Ma- 
nufacture by enhancing the price of its Materials, 
and conſequently obſtruct the Activity of Com- 
merce, and the increaſe of Population, which are 
its Riches, and the Sinews of its Strength: The 
heavy Expence of L.aw extends its baleful Influ- 
ence in this Line alſo; the Artiſt and the Trader 
whoſe Occupations leave them nothing to ſpare 
for ſuperfluous Expence, frequently behold the 
unremitting Toil of Years ſwallowed up in its 
greedy Vortex; and find themſelves ruined even 
by the Juſtice of their Claims, or to take the Evil 
in its lighter Senſe; are often neceſſitated to forego 
their equitable Demands, becauſe they are fenced 
from Recovery by an inſurmountable Rampart 
of Law Proceedings, and thus the ſphere of In- 
duſtry is narrowed and contracted; fo that in re- 

ality Juſtice has induced the heavieſt Tax —_— 
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which the Nation groans, and the Wealth of In- 


duſtry, which ought to circulate in ſafety in the 
laborious Hands of that provident Maid, is often 


. torn from her foſtering Arms to feed learned Idle- 


neſs and pompous Luxury; and the diſconſolate 
Mourner left to embrace the ſhadow of her de- 


. parted Right, fitting on a Pile of Pleadings, in 
ſome Meaſure happy, if Deſpondency does not 


induce her, like the Females of Indoſtan, to con- 
ſume herſelf therein. To relieve the People from 
unneceſſary Burthens is the great and ultimate 
Object of Reformation, (may the laſt, one Day, 
obtain a Share of its Notice.) It is natural for them 


to wiſh for a Repreſentation, whoſe delegated 


Truſt may be executed with Integrity, and whoſe 


Power may be reſtrained from Exertions incon- 


ſiſtent with their Welfare, or inimical to their Li- 
berty: The Fallibility of human Nature juſtifies 
the expectation; why ſhould erring Man be veſted 
with Authority independent of the Controul of 
thoſe who clothed him with the Rays of their own 
Greatneſs in order to ſpeak their Wiſhes, and ex- 


tend their Happineſs? or why ſhould the Depra- 
vity of the Heart, or the errors of the Head be 


be permitted to give Permanency to any Meaſure 
which ſquares not with that important end? On 
theſe principles, the reaſon and propriety of Re- 


formation become irrefiſtably true; and that State 


wherein the Accompliſhment of 1t can be effected, 
without Paſſion or Prejudice, will be truly great, 
and a glorious Pattern for Imitation to the reſt of 
Mankind. 

IT now only remains to be conſidered how far 
this Ne plus ultra of our Wiſhes is likely to be 


attained : From the Complexion of the Times, 


we may venture to pronounce that a partial Re- 


formation will probably take place : The popular 


Torrent runs with fo rapid and lively a * 
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that ſome Streams, at leaſt, muſt force their way 
through the Mound of Corruption, to water tie 


parched Boſom of the Conſtitution : But a per- 
feet Model will not be the Offspring of the pre- 
ſent Day: The Minds of Men are not yet attem- 


pered to political Purity ; and in Virtue, as in 
Vice, they require ſome time to become Proficients. 


To counteract and reform the intereſted Paſſions 


of venal Men—to guide public Virtue in the Race 


of Glory—to reſtrain the generous Exuberance of 


Patriotic Fervour by the gentle Reins of Mode- 


ration and Wiſdom, requires the plaſtic Hand 


of a ſuperior Genius, in whom ſhall be concen- 


tered the Force of Power, the Inflexibility of 
Virtue, and the ſtrenuous Exertion of uncom- 
mon Abilities. Though Ireland is now adorned 
with an Imperial Crown, yet, from the intimate 


Connexion between them, the Britiſh Cabinet 


will ſtill continue, in ſome Degree, to influence 


her Councils, and advance or retard any Meaſures 


the Spirit of Freedom and of Prudence may 
ſuggeſt: Fortunately for her, that 1s now guided 
by a Stateſman who realizes the above Deſcrip- 


tion; and who, to all the Fire and Vivacity of 


Youth, unites the Wiſdom and Experience of ri- 


pened Years: In Mr. Pitt we find that ſublimity of 


Genius which ſo ſeldom appears to dignify the 


Annals of the human Mind: At an Age when 


others are only labouring up the ſteep Aſcents of 


Political Perfection, the aſtoniſhed Eye beholds 


him at once exalted on the arduous Summit; and 
leading, with all the ſucceſs of conſcious ſuperio- 


_ rity, even Veterans grown Grey in the Arts of 


Government: Britannia's Genius views, with 
anxious Joy, the ſhining Abilities of the Noble 
Father blaze forth with redoubled Luſtre in the 


_ accompliſhed Son: That ever honoured Name 


(whoſe auſpicious Influence cauſed every Clime 
te 
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to witneſs the Triumphs of herFleets and Armies) 
again ariſes to defend her ſacred Rights, and re- 


animate her fading Glory: Firm and immoveable 
amidſt the tempeſtuous Billows of Faction, like a 


Rock amidſt the Waves of the raging Deep, 


the Weight of his extraordinary Talents over- 


* powers the Voice of Clamour: And even his v 
filence has ſomething in it expreſhve of that ſupe- 
rior Greatneſs of Soul which can look down un- 


moved on all the littleneſſes of Party Rage, and 
rancour of diſappointed Ambinon; and purſue, 
with unconquerable Perſeverance, thoſe Mea- 


ſures only which are agreeable to the principles 


of the Conſtitution, and the Welfare of the Peo- 
ple: Whilſt ſuch a Man preſides o'er the Helm of 


State, we may expect to ſee Probity and Honour 


direct its Movements; honeſt Reformation at 


| length triumph over Venality and Corruption; 
and Virtue, like a Glory ſurround the Britiſh 
Empire. g 
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